Introduction
vials that had been acid washed and rinsed with distilled water.
Just prior to sampling, the
In recent years, we have conducted a number ot vials were rinsed with low-residual organic water field, laboratory, and modelling studies directed (Milli-Q-' water redistilled over permanganate).
toward understanding the distribution of H202 and The samples were analyzed within 5 min of its impact on redox processes in natural waters.
collection.
The quantity of rainfall was not
In the surface ocean, the principal source of measured. 
H202 is the photooxidation of dissolved organic

